Anticipation: What Is Going to Happen Today?

In Winnie the Pooh, Pooh and Piglet take an evening walk. For a long time they walk
in silence. Silence like only best friends can share.

Finally Piglet breaks the silence and asks, "When you wake up in the morning, Pooh,
what's the first thing you say to yourself?"

"What's for breakfast?" answers Pooh and then asks. "And what do you say, Piglet?"
Piglet says, "l say, | wonder what exciting thing is going to happen today?"

You and | can't really plan to meet the Risen Christ because we never really know
when or where He's going to show up. But you can be sure of this, He will show up.
If you believe, He will show up. And the attitude you need to meet him is the attitude
of Piglet, "l wonder what exciting thing is going to happen today?"

Can you go back through the lens of time and place yourself in the garden area
outside of the tomb where Jesus’ body had been laid.

Easter is all about a four letter word — and Christians are full of it. Or at least we're
supposed to be full of it.

The four letter word is LIFE.
New life. Whole life. Abundant Life. Redeemed life. Resurrected life.

The purpose of life is not death, Easter says. The purpose of life is life . . . a life that
triumphs over death forever.

Celebrating Easter is the best thing that the church can do because it is a celebration
of all that is good, all that is true, and all that is beautiful.

In fact, | would make the case this morning that celebrating Easter is the greatest
public service the church can perform for the world. Why? Because it is the reality of
Easter that makes everything else we would do possible.

Remember Jesus’ final words on the cross? “It is finished.”

When the soldiers taking Jesus’ body down from the cross stabbed him with a spear
point, “blood and water came out” (John 19:34). That rush of fluids revealed what
was the actual final cause of death for Jesus — a burst aorta. Jesus died of a broken
heart. The breaking of Jesus’ heart was what “finished” Jesus’ sacrifice. On Easter
morning the great surprise is that sacrifice was not the end of Jesus’ mission. Out of
Jesus’ broken heart there emerged a new heart, a resurrected heart, an
unbreakable, unstoppable heart. Out of the Last Adam’s split side a new Eve was
conceived, the bride of Christ, the church, whose life revolves around the water of
baptism and the blood of communion.

On Easter “It is finished” becomes “Now it begins.”...

The rest of Leonard Sweet's sermon following the outline above can be obtained by
joining www.eSermons.com.




